
 

Autumn 6  - Newsletter  - 08/10/2026 

 Message from Mrs Sherwood 

This week, our doors have been open to prospective parents and carers of children who will be starting 

reception or nursery in September 2027.  We still have availability for Saturday's Nursery open event and 

the open events next week, so if you know of a neighbour, family member or friend whose child needs a 

school place or nursery place from September 2027, do suggest that they come along and have a look.  A 

number of year 4 children have been our tour guides, and they have done an amazing job; we have had lots 

of lovely feedback from our visitors.  Please see the poster below for more information.  

On Wednesday 14th October at 6pm there will be a meeting led by Miss Pinner (Foundation lead) and Mrs 

White (Reception teacher and English subject lead) for parents and carers of Reception children.  At the 

meeting Miss Pinner and Mrs White will show you techniques to help your child with their reading and 

writing at home.  If your child is currently in Year 1 and you missed this event last year, you are welcome to 

attend.  We look forward to seeing you. 

I am really pleased to tell you that we will be welcoming Spyder (a therapy dog) and her owner Graham 

into school on a regular basis. When the weather is good Spyder will be either in Puffin Garden or in the 

outdoor classroom.  If the weather is bad, she will come into the area outside Owl classroom or into the 

Puffin building.  Small groups of children will be able to visit her each week, to say hello and maybe 

sometimes read to her.  Please let us know if your child is allergic to dogs or is very afraid, as we will make 

sure we keep them away from the areas where she is.  The visits are starting with some Puffin children and 

children in year 1 this term.  The children in year 1 will be on a rota, so they may have a bit of a wait to 

meet Spyder, do remind them to be patient, their time will come. The Letters were sent home on Monday 

to the children in year 1 and puffin to ask parents or carers permission for their child to visit Spyder, please 

return the permission slip as soon as possible.  

We are looking forward to our Harvest assembly which will take place on Thursday 22nd October.  We are 

collecting tinned and packet food for Royston Food Bank.  They can accept anything long life but the things 

that they particularly need are biscuits, tea bags, coffee, hot chocolate, tinned fish, tinned fruit, fruit juice, 

squash and they can also accept pet food and toiletries.  Please donate if you can, each classroom will have 

a donation box from Monday 19th to Thursday 22nd October.   Parents and carers of Year 4 children are 

invited to attend the assembly on 22nd October at 9.15am. 

Our term dates for 2027/2028 were sent home this week by email and are also available via our website. 

Thank you to the parents who donated toys for our playgrounds, the children are really enjoying playing 

with them. 



Vacancy  - Midday Supervisory Assistant (MSA) 

Please come and join our team! We have a vacancy for a Midday Supervisory Assistant to work from 

11.55am to 1.15pm, Monday-Friday.  The rate of pay is £12.65 per hour.  Tasks include supervising the 

children during their lunchtime and play, in all weathers.  First aid training will be given to applicants if they 

do not hold a current certificate.  Previous experience of working or volunteering in school would be an 

advantage but not essential. 

At Icknield Walk First School we take the safety of our children very seriously and all applicants will be 

thoroughly vetted and will be subject to DBS checks, internet searches, health checks and references.  You 

will be asked questions about safeguarding children in your interview, and you will receive regular 

safeguarding training while you are working with us. 

Closing date for applications:  12 noon, Friday 23rd October. 

Please email admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk for further information and an application form.  We reserve 

the right to interview and appoint before the closing date should the right candidate apply.  Please apply 

early to avoid disappointment. 

What's on next week 

Thursday 08.10.2026 

AM  -  Year 4 Recorder club 

9.30-10.30am - Nursery & School open event for prospective parents - please book with the school office 

1.30-2.30pm - Nursery & School open event for prospective parents- please book with the school office 

3.15-4.15pm  - Labtots  

3.15-3.45pm  - Year 3 Recorder club  

3.15-4.15pm  - Football Feet 

3.45-4.30pm - Nursery & School open event for prospective parents- please book with the school office 

Friday 09.10.2026 

9.30-10.30am - Nursery & School open event for prospective parents- please book with the school office 

PM - Year 4 Falcon class swimming 

3.15-4.15pm - Kings and Queens Chess Club for Years 1-4 in one of the Year 4 classrooms 

PTA discos - Nursery -Year 1 4.15-5.15pm, Years 2-4 5.45-6.45pm 

Saturday 10.10.2026 

9.30-11.30am - Nursery open event for prospective parents  - please book with the school office 

Monday 12.10.2026 

3.15-4.15pm - RTFC Gymnastics club 

3.15-4.15pm - It's Your Cue Drama Club for years 3 and 4 in Year 3 classroom 

https://admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk/


Tuesday 13.10.2026 

3.15-4.15pm -RTFC Multi Sports Club 

Wednesday 14.10.2026 

Piano and Guitar Lessons 

3.15-4.15pm - Outdoors Project Club 

6.00pm  - Reception Parent/Carer meeting - Help with Early Reading and Writing 

Thursday 15.10.2026 

AM  -  Year 4 Recorder club 

9.30-10.30am - Nursery & School open event for prospective parents - please book with the school office 

1.30-2.30pm - Nursery & School open event for prospective parents- please book with the school office 

3.15-4.15pm  - Labtots  

3.15-3.45pm  - Year 3 Recorder club  

3.15-4.15pm  - Football Feet 

3.45-4.30pm - Nursery & School open event for prospective parents- please book with the school office 

Friday 16.10.2026 

9.30-10.30am - Nursery & School open event for prospective parents- please book with the school office 

PM - Year 4 Falcon class swimming 

3.15-4.15pm - Kings and Queens Chess Club for Years 1-4 in the dining hall 

Tuesday 20.10.2026 

3.45-5.15pm  - ONLINE VIDEO Parent Teacher consultations with Miss Pinner 



Icknield Walk First School Open Events  - October 2026 

 

NURSERY ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2027 

Our admissions process opened on 1st October for children born between 1st September 2023 and 31st 

August 2024.  Please visit our website and view the admissions page for further information, link below:   

https://icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk/about-us/admissions/ 

RECEPTION & MIDDLE SCHOOL PLACE ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2027 

Applications open on 1st November. 

Parents of year 4 children should visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions to apply for their child’s place 

at King James Academy Royston or alternative education settings for September 2027. 

Parents of Nursery children should apply for their child’s reception place by visiting 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions. 

The application deadline for both reception and middle school places is 15th January 2027. 

https://icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk/about-us/admissions/
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions


PTA News 

 

                                          School Disco – Tomorrow 

There is still time to buy your disco tickets ready for tomorrow. 

There’ll be music, fun, disco glow, refreshments, and sweets for sale. Tickets are £6, including £3 of tokens 

to spend at the cashless disco. Tickets are on sale online from  https://www.pta-events.co.uk/iwfspta/ 

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to help at this disco, we had a record number of you coming 

forward and offering your time which is fantastic. 

          Christmas Cards & Gifts 

We’re pleased to announce that we’ll be using Xmas4Schools again this year to create some lovely 

personalised Christmas cards and gifts. 

The picture sheets for the children to complete will be sent home before half term. Please make sure they 

are completed and returned to school, along with all the correct information, by Tuesday 3rd November. 

This gives us enough time to send everything off for printing ready for Christmas.                                 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/iwfspta/


Year 4s moving on from Icknield Walk First School 

King James Academy, Royston will be holding their open evening on Thursday 22nd October, 4.30pm-

6.30pm.  Information about this evening was sent by email to all Year 4 parents. 

 

After School  Activities  - IWFS 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Events in and around Royston and other useful information 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Home Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire 

There are lots of different ways to support Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire and 

that’s exactly what our Support Families Your Way campaign is all about. 

Whether you come along to one of our events, volunteer a few hours, join our fundraising team, bring 

friends and family, or simply help us spread the word, every bit of support helps us continue to be there for 

local families when they need us most. 

We have 4 fantastic events coming up: 

Friday 23 October – Home-Start Line Dance Party 

 7:00pm–10:30pm at Seth Ward, Buntingford 

Join us and book your place here: 

https://buytickets.at/homestartroystonbuntingfordandsouthcambridgeshire/2383165 

Tuesday 3 November – Literary Lunch with Ursula Buchan 

 12:15pm–2:30pm at The Old Bull Inn, Royston 

Join us and book your place here: 

https://buytickets.at/homestartroystonbuntingfordandsouthcambridgeshire/2406326 

Friday 20 November – Home-Start’s Crackin’ Christmas Quiz 

 7:00pm–10:30pm at Meldreth Village Hall 

Join us and book your place here: 

https://buytickets.at/homestartroystonbuntingfordandsouthcambridgeshire/2385542 

https://buytickets.at/homestartroystonbuntingfordandsouthcambridgeshire/2383165
https://buytickets.at/homestartroystonbuntingfordandsouthcambridgeshire/2406326
https://buytickets.at/homestartroystonbuntingfordandsouthcambridgeshire/2385542


Thursday 3rd December - Christmas Door decoration workshop  

10.30am-12.30pm at The Bowls Club, Royston 

Join us and book your place here: 

https://buytickets.at/homestartroystonbuntingfordandsouthcambridgeshire/2437203 

Could you lend us a hand at one of our events? 

Our events simply wouldn’t happen without the wonderful people who give up a little of their time to help. 

We are looking for volunteers who could support us with things such as setting up, welcoming guests, 

helping on the door, selling raffle tickets, serving refreshments or clearing away afterwards. 

You don’t need any previous experience, just a friendly face and a willingness to get involved. 

If you can help at one of our upcoming events, please reply to this email and let us know which one 

you’d like to support. 

Could you be part of our Fundraising Volunteer Committee? 

We are also currently looking for a couple of new people to join our Fundraising Volunteer Committee. 

This is a great opportunity to become more involved with Home-Start, meet new people, share ideas and 

help us plan and deliver fundraising activities throughout the year. 

Our fundraising volunteers can get involved in everything from helping at events and promoting activities 

locally to contributing ideas and identifying new fundraising opportunities. No formal fundraising 

experience is needed, enthusiasm, reliability and a willingness to get involved are what matter most.  

You’ll also receive support, induction and any necessary training, while having the opportunity to develop 

new skills and make a real difference to local families.  

Interested in joining our Fundraising Volunteer Committee?  

 We’d love to hear from you. Find out more about the role and how to get involved here: 

fundraising@hsrsc.org.uk  

Warm wishes, 

Angie, Fundraising Manager 

Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire 

mailto:fundraising@hsrsc.org.uk


Easy Fundraising - help us while you shop 

 

Please remember to use easyfundraising when you do any of your online shopping. 

Over 8,000 retailers including eBay, John Lewis & Partners, Argos and M&S will donate to Icknield Walk First 

School PTA for FREE when you use easyfundraising to shop with them.  

Want to know more, see this handy intro 

These donations really help us and all you have to do is use easyfundraising when you’re ordering the 

things you’ll be buying anyway.  

Weblinks that can help you 

NSPCC - Online safety. 

Smartphone Free Childhood 

Angels Support (ASD & ADHD) 

Herts CC Relationship advice 

Families Feeling Safe 

NESSIE - Positive Mental Health - Lots of talks and courses to help you and your child with their mental 

health. 

Supporting Family Links - Promoting Strong Family Relationships with children up to the age of 12, lots of 

online courses to help. 

Herts CC Cost of living resources - cost-of-living-flashcard (thegrid.org.uk) 

North Herts Family Support Services - www.hertsfamilycentres.org 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/icknield-walk-first-school-pta/2NM0V0/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX4/email/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/icknield-walk-first-school-pta/2NM0V0/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX4/email/
https://youtu.be/9bE7kp4sI_A?si=u8csoUSG9Bquu1Ht
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/icknield-walk-first-school-pta/2NM0V0/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX4/email/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/chat-apps/
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/alternatives
https://angelssupportgroup.org.uk/
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/childcare-and-advice-for-parents/parents-and-family-support/parents-and-family-support.aspx
https://familiesfeelingsafe.co.uk/
https://nessieined.com/hertfordshire-parents
https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
https://thegrid.org.uk/assets/cost-of-living-flashcard.pdf
https://www.hertsfamilycentres.org/


www.supportinglinks.co.uk - Workshops/training courses for parents/carers of children (up to age 25). 

BeeZee Bodies  - www.beezeebodies.com 

North Herts Special Provision updates - look here for SEN and Behaviour support 

Free School Meals 

Neurodiversiry Support Hub 

Lumi Nova - Fun digital therapy for childhood anxiety - https://luminova.app/ 

Mind Hertfordshire Network -  

The Sleep Charity - https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/ 

https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
https://www.beezeebodies.com/
https://tinyurl.com/DSPLnews
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshirefamiliesfirst.org.uk/november-2023/current-news/the-neurodiversity-support-hub
https://luminova.app/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/
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