
 

Autumn 8  - Newsletter  - 22/10/2026 

 Message from Mrs Sherwood 

Thank you to everyone who generously donated food for the Royston Food Bank, as part of our harvest 

celebrations. It was lovely to see so many Year 4 parents attending our assembly and celebrating with us. 

Please can I remind everyone to park with consideration for all our neighbours who surround our 

school.  We have had reports from neighbours that parents and carers who park in the surrounding area 

are blocking driveways and parking inconsiderately.  We have instructed our neighbours to contact the 

police if the problems are recurring.  Can I also remind everyone that the school car park is for staff only 

unless an arrangement has been made with the school office.  Breakfast club parents and carers are asked 

to park on the left-hand side of the school car park and are not permitted to park after 8am, unless an 

arrangement has been made with Breakfast Club.  Parents and carers of children who attend Fair Play and 

after school clubs are not permitted to park in the school car park until after 5.00pm. 

Please may I also remind parents and carers that the school play equipment such as the climbing frame on 

year 1 playground, tyres and trim track on the field should not be used by children before or after school, 

and my final reminder please do not scoot or ride a bike in the school grounds, before or after school. 

Thank you!  

On 2nd November the booking system for the Christmas performance tickets will go live at 7pm in the 

evening.  You will receive emails soon explaining how to book. 

Don't forget that school is closed next week for the half term.  The school day finishes tomorrow at the 

usual time of 3.15pm and school opens again on Monday 2nd November.  Have a lovely half term. 

What's on next week 

Thursday 22.10.2026 

AM  -  Year 4 Recorder club 

9.15am - Harvest assembly 

3.15-4.15pm  - Labtots in Dove classroom 

3.15-3.45pm  - Year 3 Recorder club  

3.15-4.15pm  - Football Feet 

4.30-6.30pm - KJAR Open event for Year 4 children and their parents 

 



Friday 23.10.2026 

PM - Year 4 Eagle class swimming 

3.15-4.15pm - Kings and Queens Chess Club for Years 1-4 in dining hall 

Monday 26.10-Friday 30.10.2026 

HALF TERM  - School closed 

Monday 02.11.2026 

Return to school after the half term break 

3.15-4.15pm - RTFC Gymnastics club 

3.15-4.15pm - It's Your Cue Drama Club for years 3 and 4 in Swift classroom 

Tuesday 03.11.2026 

3.15-4.15pm -RTFC Multi Sports Club 

Wednesday 04.11.2026 

Piano and Guitar Lessons 

3.15-4.15pm  - Outdoors Project Club 

Thursday 05.11.2026 

AM  -  Year 4 Recorder club 

3.15-4.15pm  - Labtots in Dove classroom 

3.15-3.45pm  - Year 3 Recorder club  

3.15-4.15pm  - Football Feet 

Friday 06.11.2026 

PM - Year 4 Eagle class swimming 

3.15-4.15pm - Kings and Queens Chess Club for Years 1-4 in the dining hall 

Home Packed Lunches 

If your child is bringing a packed lunch from home, please make sure the lunch does not include any nuts or 

nut products such as peanut butter or Nutella, as your child may be sitting next to a child that has a severe 

nut allergy.  We are a nut free school.  It is important for parents to note that as we are a ‘healthy school’ 
we aim for healthy home packed lunches, so please do not include fizzy drinks, sweets, or chocolate 

bars.  Biscuits and snacks in the lunchbox should be from the biscuit aisle not the sweet aisle.  Please also 

ensure that lunch bags/boxes are clearly labelled with your child’s name. 



Vacancy  - Teaching Assistant (TA) 

We are looking to appoint a warm and enthusiastic Teaching Assistant to work in our friendly school, 

supporting the learning and development of our wonderful children. The hours for this position are part-

time (8.30am-1.15pm), term time only, you may be asked to work on some INSET days. This post is a fixed 

term contract until July 2027, with the possibility of it becoming permanent.   

We are looking for someone with a solid grasp of English and maths (grades C or 4 at GCSE) and who is able 

to confidently use a computer for word processing and emailing.  We are looking for someone who enjoys 

working with children and has the personality to build supportive, professional relationships with all our 

pupils, parents and staff.  

The successful candidate will mainly work with Year 1 children, although you may be asked to cover in 

different classes on occasions. Experience of children with SEN would be beneficial. You would be joining a 

dedicated team of staff who ensure the children in our care have a really positive school experience every 

day.  If you think you have what we are looking for, we very much look forward to hearing from you. 

To apply for this post please complete the Hertfordshire support staff application form online through 

www.teachinherts.com or email admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk and request an application pack. 

We reserve the right to interview and appoint before the closing date should the right candidate apply. 

Please apply early to avoid disappointment. 

We are an equal opportunities employer, and we are committed to the safeguarding of all children and 

young people in our care and you will be asked about safeguarding at an interview. The appointment is 

subject to enhanced DBS checks, references and basic internet searches.  

Vacancy  - Midday Supervisory Assistant (MSA) 

Please come and join our team! We have a vacancy for a Midday Supervisory Assistant to work from 

11.55am to 1.15pm, Monday-Friday.  The rate of pay is £12.65 per hour.  Tasks include supervising the 

children during their lunchtime and play, in all weathers.  First aid training will be given to applicants if they 

do not hold a current certificate.  Previous experience of working or volunteering in school would be an 

advantage but not essential. 

At Icknield Walk First School we take the safety of our children very seriously and all applicants will be 

thoroughly vetted and will be subject to DBS checks, internet searches, health checks and references.  You 

will be asked questions about safeguarding children in your interview and you will receive regular 

safeguarding training while you are working with us. 

Please email admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk for further information and an application form.  We reserve 

the right to interview and appoint before the closing date should the right candidate apply.   

NURSERY ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2027 

Our admissions process opened on 1st October for children born between 1st September 2023 and 31st 

August 2024.  Please visit our website and view the admissions page for further information, link below:   

https://icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk/about-us/admissions/ 

https://admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk
https://admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk/
https://icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk/about-us/admissions/


RECEPTION & MIDDLE SCHOOL PLACE ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2027 

Applications open on 1st November. 

Parents of year 4 children should visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions to apply for their child’s place 

at King James Academy Royston or alternative education settings for September 2027. 

Parents of Nursery children should apply for their child’s reception place by visiting 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions. 

The application deadline for both reception and middle school places is 15th January 2027. 

PTA News 

FIREWORKS 

We’re pleased to announce that tickets for our Fireworks event are now on sale! 

This is our biggest event of the year, and we can’t wait to welcome you and your families for a fantastic 

evening! 

On the night, you’ll be able to buy glow products, hot drinks, snacks and, of course, chips from Just Chips! 

Volunteers needed! 

As with all our events, we need volunteers to help make sure everything runs smoothly and, most 

importantly, safely. 

As a thank you, all volunteers will receive free entry! Family members will still need to purchase their own 

tickets. Whatever job you volunteer for, you’ll still have the opportunity to watch the fireworks display with 

your friends and family. 

If you can spare some time to help, please join our WhatsApp volunteer group here: 

     https://chat.whatsapp.com/HyjoexpmeI0F4sgXKvcSJN 

Buy your tickets here: 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/iwfspta 

We really appreciate all the support we receive. These events wouldn’t be possible without our amazing 

volunteers! 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Our Xmas4Schools Christmas card information and design sheets will be sent home next week. 

Please make sure your child’s completed design sheet is returned to school in time for us to send 

everything off for printing by 3rd November. 

TEA TOWELS 

While we’re on the subject of Christmas, we’ll also be selling School Tea Towels. 

The children will create their own portraits during school time, which will then be brought together to 

create a special tea towel featuring the children’s artwork. 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HyjoexpmeI0F4sgXKvcSJN
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/iwfspta


They make a lovely keepsake and a perfect Christmas gift for family members — and the best bit is that the 

artwork will be done in school, so that’s one less thing for you to worry about!      

Tea towels will be available to purchase in time for Christmas. 

Sing, Make, Play: Music Safari 

Looking for a fun and creative after-school activity for your child? 

Our Sing, Make, Play: Music Safari sessions are designed especially for children in Years 1 and 2 and provide 

a fantastic introduction to music through singing, movement, percussion, games and creative activities. 

Children develop confidence, musical skills and friendships in a welcoming and supportive environment, 

whether they are already enthusiastic about music or simply keen to try something new. 

    Royston Music School, King James Academy Senior Site 

      Tuesdays, 3:45pm - 4:45pm 

  For children in Years 1 & 2 

      £65 per term 

We're proud to offer local music-making opportunities in Royston, but groups like these rely on local 

families getting involved. By supporting SMP Music Safari, families are helping to ensure these valuable 

opportunities remain available within the community for years to come. 

Special Half-Term Offer 

Why not give it a try after half term? New starters can join Music Safari for the remainder of the autumn 

term at half price. Children will still have plenty of time to settle into the group, make new friends and take 

part in our end-of-term concert on 10th December, making this the perfect opportunity to get involved. 

To register, please visit: 

https://UKHERTFORDSHIRE.speedadmin.dk/registration?signupSchoolID=1067#/Course/76/0/5089/1067  

Music is even more fun when shared with others! Children are welcome to join with a friend, although 

many come along on their own and quickly become part of the group. 

If Tuesdays in Royston aren't convenient, we also offer similar Sing, Make, Play sessions at our Hitchin and 

Stevenage music centres.  

Please contact Hertfordshire Music Service for further information by sending an email to:  

roystonmusicenquiries@hertfordshire.gov.uk or by visiting our website:  www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk 

 

https://ukhertfordshire.speedadmin.dk/registration?signupSchoolID=1067#/Course/76/0/5089/1067
mailto:roystonmusicenquiries@hertfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/


🎃 Working Together for a Safe and Happy Halloween 

 

      Working Together for a Safe and Happy Halloween 

As Halloween approaches, Hertfordshire Constabulary is working closely with North Herts Community 

Safety Partnership and Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service as part of the Community Safety Partnership 

to ensure that everyone in our community can enjoy the festivities safely and peacefully. 

Halloween is a fun and exciting time of year for many families. However, for some residents, particularly 

elderly or vulnerable members of our community unexpected knocks at the door, loud noises, and groups 

gathering can cause a great deal of anxiety, distress, or intimidation. 

To keep our neighbourhoods safe and inclusive, we are asking all residents, parents, and young people to 

follow our "Be a Good Neighbour" guidance this year: 

     For Trick-or-Treaters and Parents 

·  Respect the Signs: Only knock on doors where you see clear signs that visitors are welcome, such as 

Halloween decorations. If a home is displaying a "No Trick or Treaters" sign, please respect their privacy 

and move on without knocking. 

·  Stay Safe and Visible: Young children must always be accompanied by an adult. Stick to well-lit areas, 

wear bright colours, and carry a torch. 

·  Keep It Friendly: Pranks that cause damage, alarm, or distress are illegal and constitute anti-social 

behaviour. Local police and partners will be patrolling key areas and will deal with any intentional 

disruption or criminal damage robustly. 

·  Know Where Your Children Are: If your older children are going out with friends, please speak to them 

about respect, community safety, and what boundaries you expect them to keep. 

           For Householders 

·  Unexpected Callers: You are under no obligation to open your door if you feel unsure or uncomfortable. 

Use your spyhole or door chain, and keep your door locked. 

·  No trick or treating: You can find further information or download a no trick or treating please poster 

from the Herts Police website Halloween and Bonfire Night | Hertfordshire Constabulary 

·  Look Out for Each Other: If you have an elderly or vulnerable neighbour, consider checking in on them 

ahead of Halloween night to ensure they feel safe and have a plan. 

        What We Are Doing 

The Community Safety Partnership will be deploying increased high-visibility patrols across the 

neighbourhood during the Halloween period to act as a reassuring presence and immediately tackle any 

anti-social behaviour. Local businesses have also been asked to monitor and restrict the sale of items like 

eggs, flour, and fireworks to unaccompanied youths. 

https://s-url.co/6DM2AA


   How to Contact Us 

·  To report non-emergency anti-social behaviour, please use our online reporting tools Report | 

Hertfordshire Constabulary or call 101. 

·  Halloween is one of the busiest nights of the year for emergency services. Please reserve the 999 line 

strictly for situations where a crime is in progress, property is in immediate danger, or there is a threat to 

life. 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us make this an enjoyable, safe, and respectful season for the 

entire community. 

After School  Activities  - IWFS 

 

https://s-url.co/6TM2AA
https://s-url.co/6TM2AA


 

 

 



 

North Hertfordshire College  - The Big Draw 

 



      The Big Draw is back this half term! 

Join us at NHC Hitchin Campus on Tuesday 27 October, 9:30am–1pm, for our Big Draw family fun event.  

It’s a great opportunity for families to spend time together, get creative and enjoy a community event 

during the half-term break. 

https://www.nhc.ac.uk/discover/our-community/big-draw/ 

Swimming Crash Courses available 

Royston Leisure Centre is running a week of Swimming Crash Courses from Monday 26th to Friday 30th 

October for £24 per course. 

Course Times: 

• 9:00am – Stage 1 

• 9:30am – Stage 2 

• 10:00am – Stage 3 

• 10:30am – Breaststroke Clinic 

These intensive sessions are a fantastic opportunity for children to: 

• Build confidence in the water 

• Improve their swimming skills 

• Accelerate their progress through the stages 

• Try swimming lessons for the first time 

Spaces are limited, so book early to avoid disappointment. 

To find out more or to book a place, please call Royston Leisure Centre on 01763 255190 and a member of 

the team will be happy to help. 

BeeZee Bodies 

       Ready to turn over a new leaf this autumn?                                              

Beezee by Maximus offers free support for Hertfordshire families, children and young people to make 

healthy lifestyle changes that last. 

   Nutrition - learn about healthy eating and balanced meals 

                   Being Active - discover fun ways to move more  

                     Healthy Habits - build positive habits and resilience 

     Wellbeing - support your own and your family's physical and emotional health 

https://www.nhc.ac.uk/discover/our-community/big-draw/


Through fun activities, practical advice and expert guidance, we'll help children, young people and your 

family gain the knowledge, skills and confidence to make healthier choices together. 

           Take a look at the attached postcard to find out more and register today Beezee Hertfordshire - Free 

Healthy Lifestyle Programmes 

                     You can also give the attached recipes a try too over the half term holidays. 

We look forward to supporting your family's healthy lifestyle journey! 

Beezee in Hertfordshire 

T: 01707 248648 

Beezee Hertfordshire -   Free Healthy Lifestyle Programmes 

 

 

https://hrt.maximusuk.co.uk/?utm_source=B2C_Offline&utm_medium=Postcard&utm_campaign=HEA-HRT---B2C-25-4984&utm_id=HEA-HRT
https://hrt.maximusuk.co.uk/?utm_source=B2C_Offline&utm_medium=Postcard&utm_campaign=HEA-HRT---B2C-25-4984&utm_id=HEA-HRT
https://hrt.maximusuk.co.uk/


 

Events in and around Royston and other useful information 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Christmas Lights Tour - 20th December 

 

Get ready to wrap up warm and hit your local high street - the Farmers on Christmas Lights Tour is back for 

its sixth year! For one night only, the tractor rally will see over 100 festive farm vehicles hit the roads of 

Baldock, Letchworth and Hitchin, bringing the magic a few days before Christmas. It's the biggest farm, 

family-friendly event of its kind in Hertfordshire and is certain to put a smile on the faces of all who stop to 

watch. 

This wonderful event is organised by local farmers in aid of Garden House Hospice Care, with every penny 

raised in donations directly supporting our cause. At a time where we need our community to gather 

around us most, the Farmers on Christmas Lights Tour cannot be missed! 

• 6.00pm Baldock: Convoy begins in Clothall Road and onto the High Street.  

• 6.45pm Letchworth: Arrives via Pixmore Way, into Norton Way South, up Gernon Road and back 

down Eastcheap and Broadway Gardens.  

• 7.30pm Hitchin: Leads via Hitchin Road, ending at St Marys Car Park for the perfect finale of 

fairground rides, treats and thank you’s. 



Last year we raised over £56,000 from this event and we are committed to beating that target in 2026! 

Volunteers will be visible with collection tins on the night, or you can donate through our website, via 

JustGiving or by texting TRACTOR to 70460 to donate £5. Texts will cost the donation amount plus one 

standard network rate message.  

The ‘Farmers Christmas Lights Tour’ and Garden House Hospice are running a special ‘Design a Christmas 

Tractor Scene’ competition for local school children. We are inviting your children to take part by designing 

a festive scene.  Please find the design sheet attached to your school newsletter, which needs to be 

returned to school by Friday 27th November 2026.  Copies of the design sheet will be sent home with your 

child by 23rd October. 

The best design will be selected as the winner and will have a special visit to their school with the tractor 

and a prize. As well as their prize and the visit they will also receive a copy of the special Christmas Lights 

Tour fiction book ‘Tractor – Where Are You Going Today!’ 

We look forward to seeing your Christmas design… think Santas, snowmen, reindeer, twinkling lights, tinsel 

and baubles! 

Good luck! 

PS - You can also donate by using the QR code on your design sheets. 

Easy Fundraising - help us while you shop 

 

Please remember to use easyfundraising when you do any of your online shopping. 

Over 8,000 retailers including eBay, John Lewis & Partners, Argos and M&S will donate to Icknield Walk First 

School PTA for FREE when you use easyfundraising to shop with them.  

Want to know more, see this handy intro 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/icknield-walk-first-school-pta/2NM0V0/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX4/email/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/icknield-walk-first-school-pta/2NM0V0/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX4/email/
https://youtu.be/9bE7kp4sI_A?si=u8csoUSG9Bquu1Ht


These donations really help us and all you have to do is use easyfundraising when you’re ordering the 

things you’ll be buying anyway.  

Weblinks that can help you 

NSPCC - Online safety. 

Smartphone Free Childhood 

Angels Support (ASD & ADHD) 

Herts CC Relationship advice 

Families Feeling Safe 

NESSIE - Positive Mental Health - Lots of talks and courses to help you and your child with their mental 

health. 

Supporting Family Links - Promoting Strong Family Relationships with children up to the age of 12, lots of 

online courses to help. 

Herts CC Cost of living resources - cost-of-living-flashcard (thegrid.org.uk) 

North Herts Family Support Services - www.hertsfamilycentres.org 

www.supportinglinks.co.uk - Workshops/training courses for parents/carers of children (up to age 25). 

BeeZee Bodies  - www.beezeebodies.com 

North Herts Special Provision updates - look here for SEN and Behaviour support 

Free School Meals 

Neurodiversiry Support Hub 

Lumi Nova - Fun digital therapy for childhood anxiety - https://luminova.app/ 

Mind Hertfordshire Network -  

The Sleep Charity - https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/ 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/icknield-walk-first-school-pta/2NM0V0/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX4/email/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/chat-apps/
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/alternatives
https://angelssupportgroup.org.uk/
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/childcare-and-advice-for-parents/parents-and-family-support/parents-and-family-support.aspx
https://familiesfeelingsafe.co.uk/
https://nessieined.com/hertfordshire-parents
https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
https://thegrid.org.uk/assets/cost-of-living-flashcard.pdf
https://www.hertsfamilycentres.org/
https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
https://www.beezeebodies.com/
https://tinyurl.com/DSPLnews
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshirefamiliesfirst.org.uk/november-2023/current-news/the-neurodiversity-support-hub
https://luminova.app/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/
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