
 

Spring 3  - Newsletter  - 22/01/2026 

Message from Mrs Sherwood 

Today, the school office have sent out the Spring Term 'Dates for your Diaries' by email, please check these 

through and add what is relevant for your family to your calendar.  Please do check the newsletter regularly 

as this will be the place that we will announce any changes to dates or times. 

Congratulations to Reuben from Year 4 who entered the BBC 500 words writing competition and was 

awarded highly commended for his entry.  Well done! 

Parent-Teacher Consultations 

On Tuesday 10th and Thursday 12th February, parent-teacher consultations will be taking place. At these 

meetings you will be able to chat with your child’s class teacher to see how your child is getting on and ask 

any questions that you may have.  

We will be holding two sessions: in-person appointments on Tuesday 10th February, 3.30-6pm, and video 

call (online) appointments on Thursday 12th February, 3.30-6pm. 

Year 3 Swift class parent-teacher consultations will take place on Monday 9th, Wednesday 11th and 

Thursday 12th February.  Monday 9th will be in person in Swift classroom and Wednesday 11th and 

Thursday 12th will be video call (online) appointments. 

Please note only one appointment is available per child; you must choose either online or in person on the 

days listed above.  Teachers will only be available to talk on these dates and times. 

A reminder of how to book appointments is available on our website under the Quick Links section on the 

front page. 

The booking system will go live at 7pm on Thursday 29th January (link to the booking system can be found 

on the front page of our website, under the quick links section) or follow this 

link:  https://icknieldwalk.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 

If you have any problems booking your appointments, please contact the school office. 

Parents and carers will have an opportunity to view their child's workbooks after school on Wednesday 

11th March, 3.30-4.30pm. 

https://icknieldwalk.schoolcloud.co.uk/


Best Start in Life Parent Hub 

The Best Start in Life Parent Hub is a new website from the Government that has information and support 

from pregnancy through to your child's early years and beyond. It offers: 

• Support and advice when you are pregnant, for your new baby and toddler development. 

• Childcare funding support. 

• Family support in your local area. 

• Getting ready to start school. 

Find all the information on https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/ 

PTA News 

PTA Committee Meeting – Everyone Welcome 

All parents are automatically members of our PTA, and we would love your help. 

Our next PTA committee meeting will take place on 1st February at 7.45pm at The Old Bull.  We’ll be 

chatting about upcoming events, fundraising ideas, and ways we can support the school throughout the 

year. 

Everyone is welcome to join us — whether you can help regularly or just have a few ideas to share.  We’d 

love to see some new faces and hear your thoughts. 

NURSERY ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2026 

Applications are now live for a September 2026 start.  

Please fill in an application form online by following the link below, we will start to allocate places from 

15th January 2026. We will continue to accept applications and offer places throughout the year until we 

are full.  

Please call the school office on 01763 243392 if you would like to discuss your child’s application, we are 

always happy to help. 

Icknield Walk First School Nursery application form for Nursery 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS – ARE YOU ELIGIBLE? 

If you are in receipt of qualifying benefits and have not yet registered for Free School Meals, or wish to 

check your eligibility please register online at Free school meals | Hertfordshire County Council . Even if 

your child currently receives universal free meals in Reception to Year 2 you should still complete the 

application as other education benefits will be automatically registered. Registering for FSM could result in 

extra funding coming into school to support learning and additional activities for all students, which the 

school might not otherwise be able to afford. It really makes a difference to our budget and thus to 

children’s learning opportunities.  

https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/
https://form.jotformeu.com/91194057481359
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx#reception


Please be assured that the whole process is confidential and there is no way for your child to be identified 

when having their free lunch. Please use the eligibility checker link above or contact Sue Barrett or Sarah 

Childs in the office and they will support you.  

What's on  

Thursday 22.01.2026 

am - Year 4 Recorder Club 

3.15-3.45pm - Year 3 Recorder Club 

3.15-4.15pm - Lab Tots in Dove class 

Friday 23.01.2026 

pm - Year 4 Eagle class start swimming 

3.15-4.15pm - Kings & Queens Chess Club in the dining hall 

3.15-4.15pm - It’s Your Cue Drama Club for Year 4s in Eagle class 

Monday 26.01.2026 

Learning Logs go home 

3.15-4.15pm - RTFC Gymnastics club 

Tuesday 27.01.2026 

3.15-4.15pm - RTFC Multi sports skills club 

Wednesday 28.01.2026 

Guitar and Piano lessons 

3.15-4.15pm - Outdoor Project 

Thursday 29.01.2026 

am - Year 4 Recorder Club 

3.15-3.45pm - Year 3 Recorder Club 

3.15-4.15pm - Lab Tots in Dove class 

3.15-4.15pm - Football Feet 

7pm - Booking system for Parent/Teacher consultations go live 

Friday 30.01.2026 

pm - Year 4 Eagle class start swimming 

3.15-4.15pm - Kings & Queens Chess Club in the dining hall 

3.15-4.15pm - It’s Your Cue Drama Club for Year 4s in Eagle class 

https://icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk/news-dates/calendar/ 

https://icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk/news-dates/calendar/


Vacancy  - Cleaner 

We have a vacancy for a cleaner to join our dedicated and friendly team as soon as possible. 

We need a cleaner (early morning or afternoon or early evening) during term time for two hours and 

fifteen minutes each day, some additional holiday cleaning will also be required. 

The rate of pay is £12.65 per hour. 

At Icknield Walk First School we take the safety of our children very seriously and all applicants will be 

thoroughly vetted and will be subject to DBS checks, internet searches, health checks and references.  You 

will be asked questions about safeguarding children in your interview, and you will receive regular 

safeguarding training while you are working with us. 

Previous cleaning experience would be an advantage but not essential. 

Closing date for applications: Tomorrow, 12 noon. 

We reserve the right to interview and appoint before the closing date should the right candidate apply.  

Please apply early to avoid disappointment. 

For more details, please contact the school office on 01763 243392 or email 

admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk. 

Vacancy - Midday Supervisory Assistant (MSA) 

Please come and join our team! We have a vacancy for a Midday Supervisory Assistant to work from 

11.55am to 1.15pm, Monday-Friday.  The rate of pay is £12.65 per hour.  Tasks include supervising the 

children during their lunchtime and play in all weathers.  First aid training will be given to applicants if they 

do not hold a current certificate.  Previous experience of working or volunteering in school would be an 

advantage but not essential. 

At Icknield Walk First School we take the safety of our children very seriously and all applicants will be 

thoroughly vetted and will be subject to DBS checks, internet searches, health checks and references.  You 

will be asked questions about safeguarding children in your interview and you will receive regular 

safeguarding training while you are working with us. 

Closing date for applications:  12 noon, Friday 30th January 2026. 

Please email admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk for further information and an application form.  We 

reserve the right to interview and appoint before the closing date should the right candidate apply.  Please 

apply early to avoid disappointment. 

https://admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk/


Events in and around Royston and other useful information 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Home-Start 

Home-Start are currently looking for Family Volunteers to support parents who are going through a tough 

time. Our volunteers offer a friendly, consistent presence, helping families feel more confident, less 

isolated, and better able to cope day-to-day. 

If you’ve ever thought, “I’d love to help, but I’m not sure how”, this could be it.  Please get in touch if you’d 

like to find out more (no pressure, just a chat). 

Home-Start’s Got Talent — more acts wanted! 

Home-Start’s Got Talent event is coming up, on March 28th 2-4.30pm at King James Academy, Royston and 

we’d love to add more performers to the line-up. 

We’re looking for: 

• Magicians 

• Gospel Choirs / Choirs 

• Cheerleading squads 

• Comedians 

• Dance groups / solo singers / musicians 

• …and anyone who can perform and wants to show off their talent! 



If that’s you (or you know someone brilliant), please reply to this email with a quick description and a 

contact number, we’ll do the rest. 

Volunteers needed for store collections (Love Your Home-Start Week) 

We also need a few friendly faces to help man the stands at our upcoming collections: 

• Friday 13th February – Tesco Extra Store, Royston 

• Friday 13th & Saturday 14th February – Bury Lane Farm Shop 

A couple of hours makes a big difference, it’s simple, upbeat, and you’ll be fully briefed (smiling is the main 

qualification!). 

Email Angie Ward for more information:  angie.ward@hsrsc.org.uk 

Easy Fundraising - help us while you shop 

 

Please remember to use easyfundraising when you do any of your online shopping. 

Over 8,000 retailers including eBay, John Lewis & Partners, Argos and M&S will donate to Icknield Walk First 

School PTA for FREE when you use easyfundraising to shop with them.  

Want to know more, see this handy intro 

These donations really help us and all you have to do is use easyfundraising when you’re ordering the 

things you’ll be buying anyway.  

  

https://angie.ward@hsrsc.org.uk
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/icknield-walk-first-school-pta/2NM0V0/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX4/email/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/icknield-walk-first-school-pta/2NM0V0/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX4/email/
https://youtu.be/9bE7kp4sI_A?si=u8csoUSG9Bquu1Ht
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/icknield-walk-first-school-pta/2NM0V0/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX4/email/


 

Weblinks that can help you 

NSPCC - Online safety. 

Smartphone Free Childhood 

Angels Support (ASD & ADHD) 

Herts CC Relationship advice 

Families Feeling Safe 

NESSIE - Positive Mental Health - Lots of talks and courses to help you and your child with their mental 

health. 

Supporting Family Links - Promoting Strong Family Relationships with children up to the age of 12, lots of 

online courses to help. 

Herts CC Cost of living resources - cost-of-living-flashcard (thegrid.org.uk) 

North Herts Family Support Services - www.hertsfamilycentres.org 

www.supportinglinks.co.uk - Workshops/training courses for parents/carers of children (up to age 25). 

BeeZee Bodies  - www.beezeebodies.com 

North Herts Special Provision updates - look here for SEN and Behaviour support 

Free School Meals 

Neurodiversiry Support Hub 

Lumi Nova - Fun digital therapy for childhood anxiety - https://luminova.app/ 

Mind Hertfordshire Network - https://www.withyouth.org/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/chat-apps/
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/alternatives
https://angelssupportgroup.org.uk/
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/childcare-and-advice-for-parents/parents-and-family-support/parents-and-family-support.aspx
https://familiesfeelingsafe.co.uk/
https://nessieined.com/hertfordshire-parents
https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
https://thegrid.org.uk/assets/cost-of-living-flashcard.pdf
https://www.hertsfamilycentres.org/
https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
https://www.beezeebodies.com/
https://tinyurl.com/DSPLnews
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshirefamiliesfirst.org.uk/november-2023/current-news/the-neurodiversity-support-hub
https://luminova.app/
https://www.withyouth.org/

