
 

Summer 13  - Newsletter  - 16/07/2026 

What's on next week 

Thursday 16.07.2026 

3.15-4.15pm - Lab Tots in Dove class  - Last club 

Friday 17.07.2026 

pm - Falcon class swimming  - Last lesson 

pm - Swift class swimming  - Last Lesson 

3.15-4.15pm - It's Your Cue drama club in Eagle class  - Last club 

Monday 20.07.2026 

3.15-5.00pm - Year 4 Leavers' party 

Tuesday 21.07.2026 

5.30pm  - Year 4s arrive to their classroom ready to change for their performance 

5.30pm  - Hall doors open for Year 4 performance 

6.00pm  - Year 4 Leavers' performance starts 

Wednesday 22.07.2026 

Last day of term - Nursery finishes at 11.30am and School finishes at 2.00pm. 

Year Group Meetings for Parents - September 2026 

Parents and carers are invited to attend the Year Group meetings in September.  At these meetings, the 

teachers will give an overview of the year ahead for your children including topics, activities etc.  Please 

add the date for your child's year group to your calendar and try to attend.   

• Reception  -  Tuesday 15th September, 2.45pm in the school hall 

• Year 1  - Monday 7th September, 2.45pm in Robin classroom 

• Year 2  - Wednesday 9th September, 2.45pm in Lark classroom 

• Year 3  - Thursday 10th September, 2.45pm in Dove classroom 

• Year 4  - Tuesday 8th September, 2.45pm in Eagle classroom 

If you are unable to attend your child's year group meeting, please don't worry, notes will be available upon 

request a few days after the meeting. 



News from the Governors 

Last week, Tim Johnson, who is both our PE and DT Governor, visited the school to meet with the leads for 

both subjects, Vanessa Stubbs and Ruth MacLeod. 

Initially meeting Mrs Stubbs, Tim complimented her on the terrific success of both Sports Days recently, 

adding his thanks for the great support of the PTA in providing refreshments on both days, before 

discussing the curriculum in detail. 

"As always," Tim said, "I could see that Mrs Stubbs has structured the PE provision to optimise the 

opportunities for our pupils across a wide-range of activities, and I was very glad to hear that again IWFS 

will be awarded the platinum grade for PE - a wonderful achievement." 

Tim then met with Mrs MacLeod and gained a real understanding of how DT is delivered across each year 

group. 

"We discussed the ongoing usage of Tinkercad as a design technique," Tim said, "And it was interesting to 

hear that with some flexibility in how this is being taught, it is proving a very useful tool.  I can see through 

Mrs MacLeod's enthusiasm and drive that DT is in a very healthy position and provides the youngsters with 

a variety of interesting tasks over the school year." 

"Thank you to both subject leaders for all their hard work," he added "and to all of the teaching staff who 

keep our children focused and engaged in both topics." 

 

In partnership with The Reading Agency, Hertfordshire Libraries are proud to present this year’s Summer 

Reading Challenge: Read to the Beat. 

The challenge aims to keep children reading throughout the summer holidays and rewards them for 

reading for pleasure. Your children can sign up for FREE at any Hertfordshire Library from 4 July 2026. The 

Challenge finishes on Saturday 5 September 2026 (or Sunday 6 September if your local branch is open).  

Children are encouraged to read any 6 library books over the summer holidays. This could include listening 

to an e-audiobook, reading independently, or reading with parents or carers – any reading is good reading 

in our book! There are also some reading and library related challenges as part of Read to the Beat. These 

challenges are listed in the packs that children receive when they sign up for the challenge and children can 

complete them to earn reward stickers if they choose to. 



Uniform for the new school year 

As the holidays are approaching, I know that parents and carers will be starting to think about new uniform 

for September.  Our branded school uniform is available to purchase from Schoolyard or you can purchase 

plain uniform from supermarkets or high street stores.  Pre-loved uniform items are available to purchase 

from the PTA, who will be holding a sale on 15th July from 3.00pm in the dining room.  Please check our 

uniform policy before purchasing so that you can ensure that you purchase the correct 

uniform.  https://icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk/parents/uniform/   

Our uniform policy also mentions hair styles and earrings.  If your child is having their ears pierced during 

the holiday, please have them pierced at the beginning of the holiday so that the ears are healed enough by 

September and that the earrings can be removed each day before school. 

Earrings 

If your child is having their ears pierced during the holiday, please have them pierced at the beginning of 

the holiday so that the ears are healed enough by September and that the earrings can be removed each 

day before school. 

Volunteering in School 

We need volunteers to help in school every day.  Reading or doing some maths with children during the 

mornings 9-9.30am and helping in the library during the afternoons.  All volunteers need to have a DBS, 

which the school can apply for.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact the school office on 

admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk. 

We also need some volunteers during the summer holidays to do some painting in the Year 3 area, if 

anyone could spare a few hours, please let us know by sending an email to the school office. 

Message from the School Office 

School dinner prices and Breakfast Club prices will be going up from September. 

Nursery meals:  £2.71                                 Years 3 & 4 (KS2) meals:  £3.65 

Breakfast club 7.45 am start:  £6.90          8.00 am start:  £5.30  

School Library Books 

Please return all school library books by end of school tomorrow to your child's classroom.  Thank you. 

Sports Stars 

Congratulations to Hadley from Year 1 who has recently moved up to level 3 in his swimming lessons.  Well 

done, Hadley, keep it up! 

https://icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk/parents/uniform/
https://admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk


PTA News 

Save the date for the AGM - 7th October! 

As we look ahead to another exciting year, we invite all parents, carers and members of our school 

community to our PTA Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Wednesday 7th October. 

The AGM is a great opportunity to hear about everything we've achieved over the past year, discuss plans 

for the next academic year and hear from the school about their ideas of how they'd like to spend the rest 

of the money to enrich the children's school experience. 

It's also a chance to have your voice heard, offer suggestions for future events and fundraising, and find out 

how you can support in whatever way suits you. Whether you'd like to get more involved, volunteer 

occasionally or simply come along to see what the PTA is all about, everyone is very welcome. 

We'd love to see as many of you there as possible! 

 

Herts Music Service  - Instrument lessons 

Herts Music Service can offer instrument lessons to children from Year 3.  If your child is currently in Years 2 

and 3 and would like to learn an instrument, please go to the Herts Music service website for more details.    

Link as follows:  

Woodwind, Brass and possibly String lessons available as well as Piano and Guitar.  In certain cases, reduced 

fees may be available. 

All queries should be directed to Herts Music Service. 



 

Vacancy - Midday Supervisory Assistant (MSA) 

Please come and join our team! We have a vacancy for a Midday Supervisory Assistant to work from 

11.55am to 1.15pm, Monday-Friday.  The rate of pay is £12.65 per hour.  Tasks include supervising the 

children during their lunchtime and play, in all weathers.  First aid training will be given to applicants if they 

do not hold a current certificate.  Previous experience of working or volunteering in school would be an 

advantage but not essential. 

At Icknield Walk First School we take the safety of our children very seriously and all applicants will be 

thoroughly vetted and will be subject to DBS checks, internet searches, health checks and references.  You 

will be asked questions about safeguarding children in your interview and you will receive regular 

safeguarding training while you are working with us. 

Closing date for applications:  12 noon, Tomorrow - Friday 17th July. 

Please email admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk for further information and an application form.  We reserve 

the right to interview and appoint before the closing date should the right candidate apply.  Please apply 

early to avoid disappointment. 

Great British Savings  - Attraction Finder 

Rising prices can make life's little treats harder to afford, especially during the school holidays when costs 

build up for families. The UK Government is determined to help, and that is why last month the Chancellor 

announced the Great British Summer Savings scheme. 

From 25 June to 1 September 2026, the Government is temporarily cutting VAT from 20% to 5% on 

children's meals in restaurants, children and family tickets to cinemas, theatres, concerts and exhibitions, 

and admission to a wide range of attractions. Combined with free bus travel during August for children 

aged 5 to 15 in England, families and young people will be able to enjoy experiences that make summer 

https://admin@icknieldwalk.herts.sch.uk/


special, including visits to the kinds of cultural and educational attractions that enrich children's lives 

outside the classroom. 

As part of this campaign, they have launched an attraction finder website which allows families to type in 

their postcode and find participating venues near them to make the most of summer savings. To use the 

attraction finder, please visit  

Find your family’s summer offer — Summer Savings 

Events in and around Royston and other useful information 

 

 

https://summersavings.gov.uk/?es_c=1393E785A1102F1C2AD8446FC9F55661&es_cl=C8E1558DF0B5DE794A4B2281162BB809&es_id=ph7£o1


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Royston Police Station Open Day 

Royston Police Station will be holding an open day on Saturday 26th July from 10am until 3pm. 

There will be various vehicles to look round, a chance to meet the local team, a tour of the old cell block, 

freebies and lots more.   

Easy Fundraising - help us while you shop 

 

Please remember to use easyfundraising when you do any of your online shopping. 

Over 8,000 retailers including eBay, John Lewis & Partners, Argos and M&S will donate to Icknield Walk First 

School PTA for FREE when you use easyfundraising to shop with them.  

Want to know more, see this handy intro 

These donations really help us and all you have to do is use easyfundraising when you’re ordering the 

things you’ll be buying anyway.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/icknield-walk-first-school-pta/2NM0V0/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX4/email/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/icknield-walk-first-school-pta/2NM0V0/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX4/email/
https://youtu.be/9bE7kp4sI_A?si=u8csoUSG9Bquu1Ht
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/icknield-walk-first-school-pta/2NM0V0/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX4/email/


Weblinks that can help you 

NSPCC - Online safety. 

Smartphone Free Childhood 

Angels Support (ASD & ADHD) 

Herts CC Relationship advice 

Families Feeling Safe 

NESSIE - Positive Mental Health - Lots of talks and courses to help you and your child with their mental health. 

Supporting Family Links - Promoting Strong Family Relationships with children up to the age of 12, lots of online 

courses to help. 

Herts CC Cost of living resources - cost-of-living-flashcard (thegrid.org.uk) 

North Herts Family Support Services - www.hertsfamilycentres.org 

www.supportinglinks.co.uk - Workshops/training courses for parents/carers of children (up to age 25). 

BeeZee Bodies  - www.beezeebodies.com 

North Herts Special Provision updates - look here for SEN and Behaviour support 

Free School Meals 

Neurodiversiry Support Hub 

Lumi Nova - Fun digital therapy for childhood anxiety - https://luminova.app/ 

Mind Hertfordshire Network -  

The Sleep Charity - https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/chat-apps/
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/alternatives
https://angelssupportgroup.org.uk/
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/childcare-and-advice-for-parents/parents-and-family-support/parents-and-family-support.aspx
https://familiesfeelingsafe.co.uk/
https://nessieined.com/hertfordshire-parents
https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
https://thegrid.org.uk/assets/cost-of-living-flashcard.pdf
https://www.hertsfamilycentres.org/
https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
https://www.beezeebodies.com/
https://tinyurl.com/DSPLnews
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshirefamiliesfirst.org.uk/november-2023/current-news/the-neurodiversity-support-hub
https://luminova.app/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/

